SATURDAY, 
MARCH 24, 1928 


. Julia Martinez 
esiding officer and first speaker at the Equal Rights hearing before the 
nofficial Plenary Session of the Sixth Pan-American Conference, Havana, 
Cuba, February 7, 1928. Dr. Martinez is a distinguished Cuban educator 
and is known as “‘the Jane Addams of Cuba."’ She has been a teacher for 
fifty-one years, and is at present professor of mathematics in the Normal 


School of Havana. 
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For Equality in Industrial Legislation 


HE Scottish Council of Women Citi- 

zens’ Associations at its recent annual 
meeting unanimously adopted resolutions 
favoring equality of franchise and equal- 
ity in industrial legislation. 

The council demanded that the govern- 
ment should introduce and pass at the 
beginning of the next session a measure 
conferring the franchise on all women, 
and that there should be equal franchise 
at the next general election. In industrial 
matters, the council welcomed proposals 
for the increased statutory protection of 
factory workers in general; deprecated 
the grouping of women workers with 
young persons for special protective mea- 
sures; urged that: (1) The terms of the 
Washington Hours Convention be applied 
to all workers, irrespective of sex; (2) 
Regulations as to maximum weights to 
be lifted and moved by workers should 
be laid down for men as well as for women 
and young persons respectively; and (3) 
Special provisions in regard to fire drill 
and the prohibition of the cleaning of 
machinery which entails risk of injury 
should be made irrespective of the sex of 
the worker. 


Campaigning on Equality Issue 
ADY CLARE ANNESLEY, the Labor 
candidate for the Bristol constitu- 
ency in a by-election in England, not 
only, like several of the other candidates, 
believes in Equal Rights, but campaigns 
on the issue. In her first election address 
she advocated equality between men and 
women in both political and economic 
spheres. 


“Women should vote on the same terms 
as men, receive equal pay for equal work, 
and be afforded equal opportunities,” she 
said. | 

The Bristol Society for Equal Citizen- 
ship reports that she has replied in the 
affirmative to all Feminist questions put 
in their questionnaire, except those deal- 


ing with the nationality of married wom- 


en, and on information on methods of 
birth control at maternity centers. 


North Carolina Wives Independent 


| HEN it comes to business partner- 
ships, a married woman in North 
Carolina is as independent as a single 
one, the solicitor of the Internal Revenue 
Bureau ruled in an income tax case. 

The State law of North Carolina, the 
solicitor holds, permits a married woman 
to enter a valid business partnership with 
persons other than her husband, but she 
may also legally contract a business part- 
nership with her husband and have full 
control of her part of the income. 


Feminist Notes 


Women Jurors in 2200 B. C. 
NEWSPAPER question and answer 
service gives the information that 

jury service for women dates back to 

Babylon, 2200 B. C. Centuries ago, the 

service adds, English law provided for 


woman juries in specific cases. 


Employment of Married Women in Berlin 
UNICIPAL statistics show that 
nearly three-quarters of the mar- 

ried women in Berlin do professional 

work as stenographers, clerks, teachers 
and house servants. | | 


Cattlewoman Sues for Admission to 
Exchange 
LSIE P. Truskett has begun a fight 
against thirty men who seek to bar 
her from the Kansas City Livestock Ex- 


change because of her sex. 


She brought suit for $200,000 against 
the officers and directors of the exchange 
because, her petition said, she was denied 
membership on three occasions. 


The refusal of its members, she charged, 


_to admit a woman to their ranks had the 


effect of a boycott against her activities 
and damaged her business. Commission 
men shy at buying from her, and, though 
she has extensive herds, she has no place 
to market them, she contended. 


Miss Truskett’s connection with the. 


cattle industry dates years back. Her 
father died when she was a child, she told 
the United Press in an interview. 

“T couldn’t live on my relatives or turn 
my mother over to them for support,” 
she said, “so we started in business for 
ourselves. 

“IT bought stock and shipped it to mar- 
ket and did fairly well until commission 
men refused to buy from me because they 
feared it would jeopardize their standing 
with the exchange. Now, in order to pro- 
tect my business, I am going to fight for 
what I think is the right of every women 
—to do the work she likes best.” 

Miss Truskett has been in the cattle 
industry for fifteen years, although the 


Truskett brand was known to cow punch- 


ing Kansas pioneers in the days of the 
open plains. | 

Her suit, filed in Circuit Court in Kan- 
sas City, is to test the validity of the State 
marketing act, which forbids restriction of 
membership on the exchange without good 
reason. Miss Truskett bought certificates 
of membership from their holders on three 
occasions, but officers of the exchange 
voted down her application for a seat. 


Irish Suffrage Delayed Again 


N equal franchise bill introduced in 

the Northern Ireland Parliament 

has been defeated. The only woman mem- — 

ber spoke and voted against it. The Prime 

Minister, Lord Craigavon, has pledged the 

Northern Government to pass and estab- 

lish equal franchise as soon as the English 

Government enfranchises all women over 
21 years old. 

Meanwhile the Irish Women Citizens’ 
Associations are working strenuously in 
the Irish Free State to safeguard jury 
service for women. The Government has 
succeeded in passing a measure excluding 
women from compulsory jury service, but — 
permitting the formation of a voluntary 
panel. This in spite of the equal citizen- 
ship article in the Irish Free State Con- 
stitution. 

The women are working to establish the 


voluntary panel, so that the argument 


that women do not want to serve on juries 
cannot be used when they seek again to 
equalize jury service. Naturally, nobody 
likes to serve on a jury, but it is a duty 
and a right of citizenship which women 
must have to be equal and free. 


Demand for a Woman in tha Government 
of Norway 


Woman’s Party of Olso, Norway, 
recently organized to make effective 
the demand of the women for more par- 
liamentary representatives, has voiced 
also a demand that the new Government 
appoint a woman to the cabinet. This de 


Mand and the suggestion that the most 


fitting person for appointment is Betzy 
Kjelsberg, factory inspector of the coun- 
try (and a member of the International 
Advisory Council of the National Wom- 
an’s Party), was based upon the convic- 
tion that it is “absolutely necessary for 
the harmonious development of the State” 
that a woman should be included in gov- 
ernmental matters at the present time. 

On February 14 the new Government 
of the Left Party came into power, but 
without a woman in its ministry. 


A Woman Judge in Sweden 


ARGUERITE TRAUGOTT has re- 
cently been appointed judge in 
Sweden. She has for some time been 


practicing as a barrister in the high 
courts. 


Conscription of Women in France 


HE bill introduced by Paul Boncour 

in the French Senate, which provided 
for the conscription of women as well as 
men in time of war, has been defeated. 
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March 24, 1928 


Mr. PRESIDENT AND 

HonoraBLe DELEGATES: 

T is understood that I raise my voice 

before this distinguished assemblage, 

deeply moved by the solemnity of the 
moment, unique in the history of America. 
Only the justice of the cause which we 
defend gives me courage. 
_ This opportunity, so generously granted, 
has no precedent. You have interrupted 
your tasks to allow women to come before 
you to express their aspirations. You 
have realized that the cause of women is 
as important as any which you have be- 
fore you to discuss and decide; that it 


is the vital problem of the present century. 


We fear lest our words should not ade- 
quately express the loftiness of our hopes, 
should not be sufficiently impressive to 
make our reasons clear to you and be able 
to carry to your minds the conviction of 
the justice of our cause. We would be 
happy if you would listen to us, not as 
indulgent and gallant gentlemen, but as 
enthusiastic and devoted defenders of our 
rights effacing a shameful past and bring- 
ing to pass one of the most glorious vic- 
tories of humanity. as 
With pride and love you have raised 


those glorious banners at the entrance to . 


the university and you may be justly 
proud of them. Each one represents in 
the history of this continent sublime pages 
of heroism, sacrifices, abnegations and 
triumphs. They represent the noble and 
lofty rebellion and the final victory of 
right and justice, against injustice and 
subjection. Do you believe, gentlemen, 


that you alone hold in your hearts these 


praiseworthy sentiments, that the women 
who live side by side with you do not have 
the same hunger and thirst for justice? 
We also were born on this beautiful conti- 
nent of heroic struggles, with longings for 
liberty, equality and fraternity.. We fol- 


low in your footsteps and desire to reach 


the highest summits of culture and prog- 
ress. Therefore we can not remain pas- 


Address by Dr. Julia Martinez 


Before the Unofficial Plenary Session of 
the Sixth Pan-American Conference, 


Havana, Cuba, February 7, 1928 


sive and indifferent. We feel the in- 
justice and are not resigned. | 


We come then, Honorable Delegates, 
to ask you for equal civil and political 
rights for all the women of America. 


It is possible that in your constitutions 
you have an article similar to Article XI 
of our own Constitution, which says, “All 
Cubans are equal before the law and the 
Republic does not recognize any personal 
privileges.” Yet in that same constitution 
this is contradicted, for Article 38 estab- 
lishes those privileges. The country which 
believes itself to be free, independent and 
sovereign is divided into different classes; 
on one side the males, twenty-one years of 
age or over, and in this class are included 
the illiterate and foreigners who have 
been given the powers of citizenship. This 
is the privileged class, those who enjoy 
their full civil and political rights. On 
the other side is the mortifying classi- 
fication—children, criminals, insane and 
women, who have no rights. 

Gentlemen, we ask of you that with 
one energetic and chivalrous impulse you 
remove women from that list. 

But this is not our only protest against 
our constitution. Article 43 says: “Sov- 
ereignty resides in the people of Cuba,” 
and from the people is derived all legal 
powers. If women are not endowed with 
authority, then political powers are not 


derived from them. Thus women do not — 


form part of the people of Cuba. | 

Listen well, women of Cuba! This land 
upon which we stand, the land of our fore- 
fathers, where we were born, is not ours. 

My time is short and it is not permitted 
that we analyze our codes, but their pages 
are filled with discriminations against 
women. | 

In the history of our country there is 
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a very interesting episode of great im- 
portance to Spain and Cuba. In the 
Treaty of Zanzon, which ended the Ten 
Years’ War, the gradual liberation of 
slaves was stipulated, of those slaves still 
existing who had not taken an active 
part in the revolution of 1868. Miguel 
Figueroa, an eminent Cuban of that day, 
young, cultured, endowed with great in- 
telligence and convincing eloquence, was 
elected Representative to the Spanish 
Parliament. One memorable day he rose 
in the assembly and asked for the com- 
plete abolition of slavery in Cuba. He 
asked with such insistence, not for the 
future, more or less remote, but for that 
very moment, and his demand was granted 
at once by the Spanish Parliament, in 
spite of the private interests which would 
necessarily suffer. 

If we women have not the vigorous and 
persuasive eloquence of Figueroa, to be 
able to convince you of the worthiness of 
our cause, you have what the Spanish 
legislators had in the depths of your con- 
sciousness, the desire and pride to recom- 
mend what you know to be good and just. 


You are the ones most interested to elevate 


and honor the women who adorn your 
homes, to reward the virtues of those who 
have suffered with you in the great strug- 
gles for liberty and who have enjoyed 
with you the victories of your countries. 

We beg of you to give careful attention 
to our petition and to unanimously agree 


before the end of this memorable confer- 


ence to recommend to the governments of 
the twenty-one republics that they grant 
by means of a treaty, the same civil and 
political rights, without restrictions or 
amendments, to all of the women of the 
American continent—the same rights en- 


joyed by men. 


When your labors here are ended and 
you leave our shores, take with you in 
your portfolios this honorable message— 
it is justice for which we ask and which 
we expect to obtain. 


Business and Professional Women Plan European Tow 


OREIGN women of greatest promi- 
nence are evidencing their willingness 
to act as hostesses for a unique good-will 
tour this coming summer in which fifty 
members of the National Federation of 
Business and Professional Women’s Clubs 
will visit Europe in the interests of inter- 
national friendship. 
The party, which will sail July 20 from 


New York on the 8S. S. Carmania, will-be 


headed by Miss Lena Madesin Phillips of 
New York City, president of the National 
Federation of Business and Professional 
Women’s Clubs, and conducted by Miss 
Mary C. Kennedy of Lafayette, Indiana, 
former president of the Indiana State 
Federation. 


It will be greeted upon arrival in Eng- 
land by a British committee composed of 
Miss Caroline Haslett, director of the 
Electrical Association for Women; Prof. 


Winifred Cullis, director of the Provi- 


sional Club and Efficiency Club; Mrs. Fox 


Pitt, president of the Soroptimist Club; 
Viscountess Rhondda, J. P. chairman of 


the Business and University Committee, 
and Mrs. E. M. Wood, honorary secretary 
of the Provisional Club. A round of 
luncheons and dinners, at which business 
and professional women leaders in Great 
Britain will speak, and at which Miss 
Phillips will be spokesman for the Ameri- 
can group, has been arranged both in 
Great Britain and in the other countries 


visited, which will include France, Bel- 
gium, Germany, Holland, Switzerland and 
Italy. 


_ Keeping in mind always the purpose of 
the trip—to promote international fellow- 
ship between women in business and the 
professions—the leaders of the group 
have planned a schedule which will in- 
clude the Women’s Exposition in Berne 
and the League of Nations in Geneva. It 
will also embrace visits to the homes and 
shrines of great European women of the 
past. | 

Conferences on business problems will 
be arranged with European business and 
professional women. 
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_ OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 

to secure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 

THE LUCKETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 
“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 
{Senate Joint Resolution Number 64.] 
Introduced in the Senate, January 4, 1928, 
by Sunator Curtis. 


qual 


Mrs. Valentine Winters, Ohio 


Equal Rights 


Equal Rights in the Church 


HE crumbling of prejudice is always an interesting spectacle. There is 
i about it something so incomprehensible and so out of all relation to 

logic. One can battle for years unavailingly against a mountain that is | 
apparently adamant, and then overnight there it is in the dust, not in the 
least, so it would appear, as a result of one’s passionate effort. 

The plank in the Woman’s Party platform that is perhaps more chal- 
lenging to prejudice than any other is the one regarding Equal Rights in the 
church. There is to many people something almost indecent in the idea of a 
woman priest. Indeed something indecent even in the bare suggestion that 
women should be permitted to take Holy Orders. It is akin to an affront to 
Deity and bears within it the sacrilegious taint. 

Yet even this prejudice, potent as it has always been, seems now to be 
undergoing dissolution. One recent event indicating the drift of the times is 
the appointment of Fraulein Sophie Kunert as minister in the Fuhlsbuttel 
prison for women in Germany. Fraulein Kunert is the first woman preacher 
in Germany, and her advent is greeted with approval, not with dismay. 

Another indication that the scene has shifted comes with the publication 
of Canon Raven’s new book, “Women and Holy Orders.” Dr. Raven is Canon 
of Liverpool and a to the King, and he himself says in the preface to 
his book: 


“It would obviously be easier for me not to publish a book which 
will arouse fierce and prejudiced criticism. I can only say that there 
is a constraint upon me which brooks no refusal, and that I have not 
given way to it hastily. I am not a Feminist and have no desire to 
be a revolutionary. But for some years the conviction has grown in 
me that the admission of women to Holy Orders on an equality with 
men is inherent in the teaching of Jesus, and necessitated by a true 
understanding of the nature of the church; and my experience of 
their spiritual fitness and of the needs of the time confirms this con- 
clusion. If I am mistaken, the error can be shown and corrected. In 
any case, believing the ministry of women to be from God, I would... 
urge that it deserves reverent and careful consideration.” : 


It is understating the case to say that we rejoice greatly at the publication 
of Canon Raven’s book, for it is not merely a book to us, but rather an index 
of progress. It casts aside once and for all the old idea of woman’s “unclean- 
ness,” which is the root of the prejudice against Equal Rights in the church, 
and by so doing substitutes the equality of the sexes in the eyes of man 


and God. 
Life Is Too Short 


N article on another page of this issue relates in considerable detail 
the Woman’s Party campaign for Equal Rights through State action. 
Special bills designed to correct special ills have been drafted, intro- 

duced and lobbied for in many State legislatures, and what is the result? 

Two victories amid a veritable sea of failures. The question arises, “Is the 
opposition to Equal Rights as profound as this result would seem to indicate?” 

An analysis of the situation in each State shows that apathy, not antago- 


nism, is the basic difficulty. It is not so much that people object to Equal 


Rights as that they object to being bothered, that makes the piecemeal method 
of securing equality so tedious. 

The legislaturemen are busy, the committees are hard pressed and the bills — 
in themselves seem trivial and unimportant. What does it matter whether 
a woman has an equal right to administer an estate, whether she is the equal 
guardian of her children, or whether, if she is a teacher, she receives equal 
pay for equal work? She gets about all that is coming to her anyway, so the 
legislatureman thinks, at least in his own family. So the bills are put aside 
as being academic and uninteresting, and there’s an end of the business. 

This attitude of mind on the part of the average representative in our 
legislatures is what makes State action so wholly unsatisfactory. | 

It is the old experience of suffrage by State action or suffrage by Federal 
amendment over again, 

Life is too short to be wasted in the vain attempt to galvanize a majority 
of the members of all our State legislatures into action on each detail of 
women’s legal inequality. The delegates cannot bear it, and neither can we 


when a simpler way out of the difficulty is at hand through the Federal Equal 
Rights Amendment. 
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March 24, 1928 


TATE branches of the National Wom- 
an’s Party have been earnestly seek- 
ing the establishment of Equal 
Rights in various fields through State 
legislation. | 

Jury service bills, bills to prohibit dis- 
criminations between men and women in 
the appointment, assignment, promotion, 
and compensation of teachers in educa- 
tional institutions supported by public 
money, and bills to give mothers Equal 
Rights to their children are the bills most 
frequently introduced in the State Legis- 
latures. 

To date New Jersey and Kentucky are 
the only States to report a victory in the 


legislatures now meeting. Many of the 
bills now before State legislatures have — 
in those 


been repeatedly introduced 
States. Legislators know what they mean, 
know that they are not “dangerous” bills. 
Very few of them would establish com- 
plete Equal Rights. None of them deal 
with the issue which is most frequently 
used to oppose the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment, to the United States Constitution— 
that of equality in industrial legislation. 

Yet over and over again comes the re- 
port of “no action” or “unfavorable action 
in committee.” 

But the State branches of the Woman’s 
Party are tirelessly working for their 
adoption. The endlessness of the job of 
equalizing the status of women under the 
law by “specific bills for specific ills” is 
proved more strikingly than ever by the 
legislatures now in session. The Equal 
Rights Amendment is needed to do the 
job definitely and permanently. 

The Massachusetts Branch is among 
those working for a bill to make women 
eligible for jury service. In this work it 
is co-operating with the State League of 
Women Voters. — 

In Mississippi a bill to establish the 
eligibility of women for jury service was 
introduced in the House of Representa- 
tives by Representative Hugh Barr Miller 
of Copiah County, referred to the Judi- 
ciary Committee, and promptly extin- 
guished there. | 

Governor Theodore Bilbo in his cam- 
paign for election promised women to 
promote their interests. In response to 
a letter from Ellen Crump, State chair- 
man of the National Woman’s Party, he 
promised that her measures would receive 
proper attention if she would send them 
to him. Mrs. Crump immediately sent 
him a general Equal Rights bill reading: 

“An Act to remove discriminations 
against women and to give them Equal 
Rights with men before the law. 

“Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legis- 
lature of the State of Mississippi, That 
women shall have the same rights and 
privileges under the law as men. 


Equal Rights Bills State Legislatures 


“Sec. 2. In addition to all other reason- 
able constructions that may be made of 
this Act, it shall be deemed to mean: 

“That no person shall be disqualified 
as a juror by reason of sex. 

“That females in all public employments 
shall be entitled to equal compensation 
with men for equivalent service, or for 
the same amount or class of work, or 
labor in the same school, establishment, 
office, or place of any kind or description. 

“That female employes in public in- 
stitutions, educational or otherwise, which 
are maintained for members of their sex 
shall be entitled to the same wages or 
salaries as male employes in like institu- 
tions for members of the male sex, pro- 
vided the services rendered are equal. 

“That females shall be free to engage 
in employment on the same terms as 
males, the restrictions upon hours and 
other conditions of labor to be the same 
for females as are provided for males by 
existing law. 

“That the labor of a married woman 
shall belong to her alone as in the case 
of any free person, and in an action by her 
for a personal injury inflicted on her, 
she shall be entitled to recover the entire 
damage sustained and no action for her 
services shall be maintained by her hus- 
band. | 

Sec. 3. That this act take effect and 
be in force from and after its passages.” 


RS. CRUMP also sent the Governor 
a bill to prohibit discriminations 
based on sex; in the employment of teach- 
ers in any school, college, university, or 
other educational institution in the State, 
which is supported by public funds. This 
bill would permit employment of teachers 
of one sex to the exclusion of the other 
sex in a school which admits students of 
that sex only, but would require that 
women teachers in schools for girls re- 
ceive salaries equivalent to those received 
by teachers in similar institutions for 
boys. 

Mrs. Crump wrote to the Governor that 
she had been informed that the men teach- 
ers in the Agricultural and Mechanical 
College receive considerably higher sala- 
ries than the women teachers in the Wom- 
an’s College. | 

No word has yet come of the disposi- 
tion Governor Bilbo has made of the 
Equal Rights bill, the teachers’ bill, and 
the jury service bill which Mrs. Crump 
sent to him. 

In New Jersey the Legislature has 
passed and the Governor has signed a bill 
introduced at the instance of the New 
Jersey State Branch of the Woman’s 
Party to equalize the right of mothers and 
fathers to execute a deed or will giving the 
custody and guardianship of a minor child 
to a third person. | 
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Other bills in the New Jersey Legisla- 
ture include a bill to equalize the age at 
which a boy or a girl may have a marriage 
annulled on account of immaturity, the 
bill setting 18 as the maximum age at 
which a young person of either sex can 
have a marriage annulled for want of | 
maturity and discretion; and a bill to 
give the married woman complete control 
of all her earnings. 

This latter bill, drafted by the National 
Woman’s Party, was introduced by State 


Senator Morgan F. Larson of Middlesex 


County, a prominent gubernatorial can- 
didate. 


HE law in New Jersey today gives to a 

married woman her earnings in a trade 
carried on separately from her husband, 
but does not entitle her to the wages for 
all paid work done by her for third per- 
sons. If the wife performs services in her 
home for persons outside of the family, 
such as taking in boarders, or lodgers, or 
nursing, the husband is entitled to the 
pay for her work. 

Senate 199, Senator Larson’s bill, would 
give to a married woman her wages for all 
paid work done by her for third persons, 
whether the work was performed inside 
or outside of the home. 

The bill is an amendment to the mar- 
ried women’s property act revision of 
1874. It would strike out the clause 
which limits the woman’s control of earn- 
ings to work “which she carries on sepa- 
rately from her husband” and would add 
these words: “All work and labor per- 
formed by a married woman shall, unless 
there is an agreement on her part to the 
contrary, be deemed to be performed on 
her separate account.” | | 

Leila Enders of Ridgefield Park is chair- 
man of the New Jersey State Branch of 
the National Woman’s Party. 

A bill to establish Equal Rights between 


‘men and women throughout the State of 


Virginia was unfavorably acted upon by 
the Senate committee to which it was 
referred. | 

The Kentucky Legislature has before it 
bills to permit a married woman to go 
surety for another, which has passed the 
State Senate; and a bill now before the 
House of Representatives Committee on 
Juvenile Courts and Children’s Homes. 
A bill to grant to the father and the 
mother Equal Rights to the services and 
earnings of minor children, and to main- 
tain actions for loss, has been passed by 
the Kentucky Legislature and signed by 
the Governor. The Senate passed it 
unanimously and the House by a big ma- 
jority. The two bills granting the father 
and mother Equal Rights over minor 
children were introduced at the request of 
the Kentucky State Branch of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party. — 
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N South Carolina an effort is being 
made to open jury service to women. 

At first it was thought that women, under 
the existing law would be eligible for 
jury service, and it was planned to have 
women called for jury service in Green- 
ville. The Attorney General of the State, 
John M. Daniel, has written, however, that 
the State Constitution decrees that “the 
petit jury of the Circuit Courts shall con- 
sist of twelve men.” 

In view of this situation, the Legislative 
Department of the National Woman’s 
Party has drafted a proposed amendment 
to the constitution to make women eligible 
for jury service, and has sent it to Mrs. 
Hugh V. Walker of Greenville, State 
chairman. What action has been taken 
on this proposed amendment to the State 
Constitution has not yet been reported 
to National Headquarters of the Woman’s 
Party. 


A bill has also been drafted to prohibit | 


discrimination against women teachers in 
the South Carolina schools. 

The Rhode Island State chairman, Sara 
M. Algeo, is strenuously working for the 
enactment of a bill introduced by State 
Senator Peter A. Cruise of Pawtucket to 


How Protective 


STRIKING example of the effect 
A of protective legislation for women 

in the State of New York is ex- 
emplified by the way it prevents women 
from profiting by the new wage scale re- 
cently signed by Typographical Union 
No. 6, New York City. The International 
Typographical Union is perhaps the only 
union whose members, both male and 
female, have the same hours, wages and 
conditions. The contract with its book 
and job offices, which shall be in effect 
for the period of the next five years pro- 
vides : 


Wage rates—January 1, 1928, to De- 
cember 31, 1928, $1.00 increase. Day, 
$56.00; night, $59.00; third shift, $62.00. 
And contemplates an advance in wage of 
$1.00 each year until January 1, 1932, to 
September 30, 1932, additional $1.00. Day, 
$60.00; night, $63.00; third shift, $66.00. 

All sections in this contract which carry 
wage rates computed upon the basic rates 
shall be made to conform thereto upon the 
dates at which changes in the basic rates 
are herein provided. | 

Hours—Working hours to remain the 
same as in previous contract—day shift, 
44 hours; night shift, 40 — third 
shift, 35 hours. 


Because the State’s laws prohibit wom- 
-en from working after 6 P. M., women 
members of the union are debarred from 
the shorter hours and higher night scale; 


in short, are compelled to work only on 


\ 
establish complete Equal Rights for 
teachers. 

This bill reads: 

“In the employment of teachers in any 
school, college, university, or other edu- 
cational institution in this State, which 
is supported in whole or in part by public 
funds, or which is exempted from taxa- 
tion, discriminations based on sex are pro- 
hibited. The provisions of this act shall 
apply to appointment, assignment, com- 
pensation, promotion, transfer, resigna- 


tion, dismissal, and all other matters per- 


taining to the employment of teachers. 
Provided, however, that where any such 
school, college, university, or other edu- 
cational institution is open only to mem- 
bers of one sex, nothing contained herein 
shall be construed to prohibit the exclu- 
sive employment of teachers of that sex.” 

Among the organizations which have 
endorsed the teachers’ bill in Rhode Island 
are the American University Women, the 
Parent-Teachers’ Associations, the State 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union, 
the State Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
the United League of Women Voters, and 
the Women’s Republican Club. 

“Seldom has any measure been backed 


of the Best Jobs 


By Maud D. Williams, 


Member of Typographical Union No. 6, 


New York City. 
Proofreader New York World and 
Member National Woman's Party Indus- 
trial Council, New York City 


the one day shift, and that the lowest 
paid one. 
Women are allowed to work 44 hours 


for $56.00 per week, or at $1.27 per hour, 


but they are not allowed to work on the 
other shifts which provide wages of $59.00 
for 40 hours at $1.47 per hour, nor at 
$62.00 for 35 hours at $1.71 per hour. 
Not a small part of the possible benefit 
to women is lost to them in the matter of 
overtime. This is paid for at the rate of 
time and a half, or price and a half, as 
some prefer to state it. In the great fear 


that her morals may be injured your 


sister printer may accumulate but one 
hours and a half of overtime in any one 
week, but her brother, whom no amount 
of overtime or extra work or additional 
income can possibly injure, according to 
our law-makers, may stack up overtime 
until he has to use a telescope to see to 
the top of it, and incidentally reap this 
rich harvest. Should it be necessary for 
the employing printer to get a certain job 
finished and his lady printer be required 
for more than an hour and a half of over- 
time in any one week, he must make appli- 
cation to the State office of the labor com- 


Equal Rights 


by so popular a demand,” Mrs. Algeo says. 

Bills introduced in the New York Legis- 
lature included one providing for Equal 
Rights of fathers and mothers to the ser- 
vices and earning of minor children, which 
was unfavorably acted upon in committee; 
and a bill to allow a married woman to 
establish independent domicile for voting 
purposes. Other bills drafted for the New 
York Legislature include a jury service 
bill and a bill providing that females shall 
be free to engage in employment on the 
same terms as men. 

Mrs. Lieber E. Whittic of Syracuse, 
chairman of the New York State Branch, 
writes that it is almost impossible to get 
any bills through the Judiciary Committee 
of the Assembly. 


F any further proof were needed, the 

slowness of State Legislatures to act 
upon such measures of simple justice as 
are involved in these bills would be the 
best possible argument for the prompt 
adoption of the Equal Rights Amendment 
to the United States Constitution estab- 
lishing Equal Rights between men and 
women everywhere within the jurisdiction 
of the United States. 


Legislation Women Out 


mission for permission to allow him to 
retain her services—and perhaps the nec- 
essary permission might be secured by the 
time he had originally hoped to collect 
for the finished job—some time during the 
next month. 

In many offices where regular publi- 
cations are issued “copy” is often slow in 
coming in, and frequently it is Wednesday 
or even Thursday before the editor has 
decided on just what he wants to use in 
the current week’s issue. Last minute 
news may alter all his well-laid plans. 
There is nothing to do, therefore, but work 
the force extra hours to get the work fin- 
ished on time. This condition means, of 
course, additional earnings for the em- 
ployes—but your woman worker is de- 
barred for much of a share of this extra 
compensation. She can profit to the ex- 
tent of only $1.90 in any one week, and 
no questions asked. At the most she can 


- get but $98.80 extra in any one year. The 


man, however, even if he is far less com- 
petent than the woman, may receive as 
high as $2.56 an hour extra for an indefi- 
nite number of hours or to the limit of — 
his strength. 

It seems to be legislated that it is im- 


moral for women to work less than 44 


hours. She is debarred from the shorter 
hour shifts as well as the higher paid 
shifts. What can there be in 44 hours of 
exacting labor that is beneficial to her 
and her morals when only 35 hours of 
work is so wonderfully beneficial to her 
brother? 
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March 24, 1928 


It may interest the readers of Equa. 
Rieuts to know that at the recent hear- 
ing before the Labor Committee in Albany 
the members seemed very much interested 
in what the women had to say regarding 
the recently enforced 48-hour bill. 

One of the most noteworthy incidents of 
the hearing was the large number of work- 
ing women from the factories up-State. 
It was perfectly apparent that they were 
just what they represented themselves to 
be, hard-working women on whom the 
present law works a real hardship. Their 
testimony summed up seemed to be as 
follows: 

For several years past it was agreed 
that a five-day week was most satisfactory 
to both employers and employees. The 
short Saturday morning was a costly 
proposition to employers in overhead, and 
to the women workers, most of whom were 


CAN remember 
back to the day 
when woman suf- 
frage seemed to 
most people in 
America just about as important as two- 
minute eggs. Most of the credit for suc- 
cess goes now to the placid and patient 
people in the movement who frowned upon 
disorder. 
who put it over. Centuries of persuasion 
would never have acomplished as much 
as was gained by those who kicked and 
screamed and picketed. Of course they 
were nuisances. No body politics is in a 
healthy state till it begins to itch. 


Press Publishing 
Company, 1928. 


By Heywood Broun 


But it was the rowdy women > 


married women with families. The ar- 
rangement allowing them to remain at 
home Saturday and Sunday was most 
especially pleasing to them — Saturday 
they attended to their housework and 
Sunday was left free for recreation with 
their’ families. Under the new law, with 
its small daily overtime allowance, they 
must work Saturday morning. The shorter 
hours per week cut their wage-earning 
capacity to such an extent that it works 
a genuine hardship with families whose 
incomes are already inadequate to cover 
the high cost of living. They must leave 
the factories approximately a half hour 
before the men each night and the result- 
ant confusion lowers the value of women 
as employes. As one employer remarked: 
“It is only a question of time when women 
will be replaced with men.” 

Women employes of restaurants were 


Press Comment 


Want Equal Rights OMEN have 


asked for 
Equal Rights with 
men in the adminis- 
tration of the af- 
fairs of all Ameri- 
can republics. They have made their 
wishes known to the Pan-American Con- 
ference, now in session in Havana. This 
probably should be qualified. It is the 
Woman’s Party that is doing the speak- 
ing; to what extent it represents woman 
sentiment in America is not, of course, 
known. It is believed, though, that many 
women oppose some of the things it spon- 
SOrs. 
This women’s organization, through an 


Every Evening, 
Wilmington, Del., 
February 10, 1928. 
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represented at the hearing by Mrs. Frances 
Roberts of Schraffts, Inc. Mrs. Jeannette 
Cortez of Huyler’s and Miss Adelaide Pate 


of Schraffts. They pointed out the diffi- 


culties encountered by women waitresses 


and the other employes of such organiza- 
tions as Schraffts and Huylers. Many 
women whose abilities qualify them for 
executive positions are debarred because, 
by State legislation, they can work but 
a restricted number of hours and no later 
than 10 o’clock at night. 

Mrs. Roberts presented a suggested 
amendment to the law which would place 
female employes of restaurants on the 
same basis as male. 

Maud D. Williams, printer, member of 
Typographical Union No. 6, New York 
City, pointed out some of the restrictive 


legislation on women printers as outlined 
above. 


authorized spokesman, has asked the con- 
ference to favor Equal Rights treaties be- 
tween the American republics, guarantee- 
ing woman suffrage. The spokesman told 
the conference, “We want no more laws 
written for our good and without our con- 
sent. We must have the right to direct 
our own destiny jointly with you.” This, 
in substance, is the message that goes to 


_Latin-America. The movement to bring 


about this condition is not new in the 
United States, but it may be new to some 


of the countries south of the equator. Just 


how it will be received will not be known 
until it has reached the law-making bodies 
of the several countries in the Pan-Ameri- 
can Union. 7 


News from the Field 


Three Friends of Feminism Die 
HE week of March 11-17 saw the death 


of three faithful friends of Feminism— 


Katherine G. Halligan of Philadelphia, a 
life member of the Woman’s Party; Wil- 
liam Kent of Kentfield, California, and 
Judge Robert Kerr of Denver. 

Mrs. Halligan was one of the staunchest 
supporters and contributors of the 
Woman’s Party from the early days of the 
Congressional Union to the present. She 
lived with Mary Burnham. 

Mr. Kent, former Congressman, has 
been ever since the early suffrage days 
one of that group of loyal men who have 
supported in every way—by their vote, 
their money, their time, and their speak- 
ing abilities—the work of women for 
Equal Rights in every field. One of the 
last large contributions he made was $500 
toward the fund for the Colorado Springs 
Convention. His aid in Congress during 


the suffrage campaign was of incalculable 
value. 

He was the husband of Elizabeth 
Thatcher Kent, who has devoted her life 
to the Feminist cause, and is chairman of 
the California Branch of the Woman’s 
Party. 

Judge Kerr was the husband of Lillian 
Kerr, vice-chairman of the Colorado 
Branch, and worked with her for Equal 
Rights. 


Suffrage Cartoons Being Collected 
COLLECTION of suffrage cartoons, 
started by the contribution of the 

cartoons of J. H. Donahey of the Cleve- 
land Plain Dealer, is being made by Na- 
tional Headquarters of the National 
Woman’s Party. 

In sending his cartoons, Mr. Donahey 

said: 


“As a suggestion I would propose that 


you get the other cartoonists to do like- 
wise, for in the years to come they may be 
of considerable interest to the Woman’s 
Party, for they tell the story, in a very 
graphic way, of the struggle for suffrage, 


a great step in the progress of mankind, 


and I sincerely hope that you will gather 
them in and preserve them for future gen- 
erations.” 

The Woman’s Party hopes that this 
collection can be completed, and an ex- 
hibition of the whole collection held at 
National Headquarters. 


Mrs. Smith Addresses Zonta 

ANE NORMAN SMITH, chairman of 
J the National Council of the National 
Woman’s Party, and one of its delegates 
to the Pan-American Conference in Ha- 
vana, Cuba, addressed the Zonta Club of 
New York City on March 14. | 

Mrs. Smith spoke on the Pan-American 
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Conference and the progress of the 
woman’s movement in Latin-America. 
She told of the Equal Rights Treaty 
offered there by the National Woman’s 
Party, to bring about Equal Rights be- 
tween men and women in the twenty-one 
republics of the western hemisphere. 


District of Columbia Branch Meets 

HE District of Columbia Branch of 

the National Woman’s Party met at 
National Headquarters on March 21 to 
discuss legislative work. Mrs. Emile Ber- 
liner, chairman, presided at the meeting, 
which was the regular monthly meeting of 
the Branch. 

The Gilbert bill, equalizing inheritance 
rights in the female line in the District 
of Columbia, has been passed by the 
House of Representatives, and plans were 
made to urge its prompt passage in the 
Senate. 


Woman's Party Members Contribute 
to Book 
MMA WOLD, Anne Martin, and Bur- 

E. nita Shelton Matthews are the only 
American women contributing to the book, 
“Frauen Jenseits der Ozeane,” compiled 
by Margarete Driesch. Miss Wold is au- 
thor of the chapter on “Women as Pio- 
neers and Settlers.””’ Miss Martin wrote 
on “Women and Politics in America.” 
Mrs. Matthews wrote the chapter called 
“A Glimpse Into the Life of a Working 
Woman of the United States.” 

Dr. William Ellery Leonard of the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin wrote a chapter on 
American housewives. 


Emma Wold to Speak 
MMA WOLD will speak at the Wash- 
ington Open Forum on March 25, at 
3 P. M. at the Playhouse, on “Feminism 


in the United States.” This is a new — 


forum, usually attended by about 100 
people. 

Ruth Hudnut recently provided unusual 
entertainment and unusual thought for 
the members of the Washington City Club 
by addressing them on “Woman and the 
Modern Novel.” 


South African Suffrage Leader Visits 
Headquarters 

RS. EBEN EYBERS of Bloemfon- 

tein, South Africa, was the guest 
of honor at a luncheon at National Head- 
quarters on Thursday, March 8. Mrs. 
Eybers is a member of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Women’s Enfranchisement 
League of South Africa, and while visiting 
in this country is making a study of 
women’s organizations. Mrs. Eybers par- 
ticularly desired to get advice and sug- 
gestions from the Woman’s Party as to 
methods which the South African suffra- 


gists might use in order to win enfran- 


chisement in the shortest possible time. 

Mrs. Eybers said that General Herzog, 
the Prime Minister, has declared that he 
is in favor of woman suffrage, but says 
that no action can be taken by Parliament 
on the woman question until the matter 
of handling the native vote, now under 
consideration, has been dealt with. 

While at Headquarters Mrs. Eybers was 
presented with an autographed copy of 
Doris Stevens’ book, “Jailed for Free- 
dom,” with the hope that this history of 
the work of the Woman’s Party for woman 
suffrage would be of some aid to the South 
African women in their fight for the vote. 
Among those at the luncheon for Mrs. 
Eybers were Kathlyn Hogue, Mrs, Eybers’ 
sister; Doris Stevens, Abby Scott Baker, 
Edith Swift, and Mabel Vernon. — 


*‘Prevailing Conditions in Cuba’”’ 


MERICAN Feminists were among the 
“prevailing conditions” in Cuba in 
January. The following communication 
has been received by National Headquar- 
ters of the Woman’s Party from the 
United States Department of State: 
“Excerpt from report on the general 
conditions prevailing in Cuba in January, 
1928, from Ambassador Noble Brandon 
Judah, Havana, Cuba, February 7, 1928: 
“Mrs. Clarence M. Smith and Miss 
Doris Stevens, representatives of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, arrived in Havana 
shortly before the opening of the Pan- 
American Conference with the object of 
acquainting themselves with the Feminist 


movement in Latin America and of co- 


operating in every way with that move- 


ment in order to secure fuller recognition 


of the rights of women in questions par- 
ticularly pertaining to their status.” 


Louisville Committee Being Formed 
R. LILLIAN SOUTH and Virginia 
Keyer, law student, are members of 
the Louisville Committee of the National 
Woman’s Party, now being formed. Elis- 
abeth Scott is now organizing in Ken- 
tucky. | 
A student committee is being formed 
in Louisville University, of which Miss 
Keyer is a graduate. A meeting was held 
at one of the fraternity houses on Febru- 
ary 


Two Million Dollar Fund 
Treasurer's Report 
EMMA WOLD, Treasurer 
NETTIE TRAIL, C. P. A., Auditor 
ECEIPTS collected by National Head- 


quarters, December 7, 1912, to March 
1, 1928, $1,442,742.21. 


Contributions, membership and other 
receipts, March 1 to 16, 1928: 


Mrs. Pope Yeatman, Pa . 200.00 
Pennsylvania Branch 50.00 


Miss Lavinia Dock, Pa hebben 5.00 
Miss Esther McLaughlin, N. a 1.00 
District of Columbia Branch, balance Na- 

tional Headquarters share of memberships 

due before July 1, 1927.. ae 7 
Miss Sara P. Grogan, dD. C a 10. 


Per New York cA Committee : 
(New York y Branch retaining dues 
in excess of ‘Is cents) 
Mrs. Kathryne Withrowe 25 
Miss Marie 
Miss Franceska Berg.... 20 
Mrs. Lora Bond 25 
Mrs. Linnie M. Broenstrup 25 


Mrs. Cornelia Brown.... .25 
Miss Elinor Byrnes 20 
Mrs, Ada G. Day i .25 
Mrs. Goddard DuBois...... 
Miss Ethel Clarke ‘ie 20 
Mrs. Emma F. Cochrane 25 
Miss Dorothy Downing.. .25 
Mrs, H, Seymour Eisman 
Mrs. George H. Engelhard 25 
Mrs. Josephine Fabricant 
Dr. Anna G. Freedman .25 
Mrs. Alice M. Geraty.... -20 
Mrs. Marion R. Gilson 25 
Dr. Maud Glasgow 20 
Mrs. Edgar B. Goldstein 20 
Mrs. Tessie Gross Eichler 
Mrs. Albert Herter By 45) 
Mrs, Lois P. Hughes 29 
Mrs. F. S. Hyatt 25 
Mrs. Brinckerhoff Jackson................ 20 
Miss Dorothy Jacobs....... 
Miss Winifred Leonard 2) 
Miss Bessie Locke 
Miss Grace Merriam > 
Miss N. Merriam 2) 
Mrs. Georgia L. Parker 20 
Mrs. Edgerton Parsons Be 
Miss Louise Schaefer.... Pe Bs" 
Miss Anna Segal 2) 
Miss Mary Shaw a 
Mrs. Rose L. Sherwood 
Mrs. Mary Young Smith .25 
Miss Hazel Stanley.......... .20 
Mrs. William C. Sturgis.... .25 
Miss Josephine Ware 
Miss Anita Weathered 
Miss Mary Weisser .20 
Miss Fred Lee Woodson i .25 
Mrs. William T. Yale...... 
Mrs. Arthur Zechendorf...... 
Mrs. Edwin Eder .25 
Miss Estelle .25 
Mrs, Ellen is 
Mrs. Edwin P. Campbell 25 
Mrs. George Durand-Ruel 
Mrs. Walter Ehrich ae 
Miss Minnie Friedman 
Mrs, Lamar Hardy .25 
Henriette Hart wae 
Mrs. Florence G. Law. 
Miss Janet E. Levinson 
Mrs. Raymond Pawley..... .25 
Mrs. Sara H. Rice wae 
Miss Minnie C. Vesey 25 
Mrs. Moritz Wormser 20 
Miss Amy Wren 
Mrs. W. R. Hearst 2? 
- Mrs. Mabel C. McCurrach .25 
Miss Esther B. McLaughlin 
Mrs. Coral A. Tooker 25 
Miss Cora A. Week moO 
Mrs. W. L. Wellington ,25 
Mrs, Grace H. Miller, D. C ; 1.00 
Miss Marie Moreland, Minn 2.00 
Mrs. William Kent, Cal 100.00 
Mrs. Stephen Pell, N. Y 50.00 
Per California Branch ase 1.50 
Mrs. Winifred Fouts, Col xe 5.00 
Miss Martha St. Marie, Ky : ; 1.00 
Per New Jersey Branch: 
New Jersey Branch ‘wepeorotnde dues in 
excess of 25 eee) ) 
Miss Helen Caldwell 
Mrs. Thelma Karr .25 
Miss Leila Enders 
Mrs, Minnie 8S. Karr 
Miss Maud Younger, Cal.. cae 2.00 
Miss Hallie T. Vaughn, Ky eee 1.00 
Per Maryland Branch: 
Maryland Branch retaining dues in ex- 
cess of 25 cents) | 
Mrs. Mary Keller 
Mrs. Charles Lewis.... ale .25 
Mrs. Louis Gutman .25 
Mrs. J. W. Beall ; .25 
Mrs. Hopkins 25 
Mrs. F. Price Grace ; .25 
Mrs. Perkins .... 
Mrs, S. C. Mann 
Mrs. Kruger .25 
Mrs. Hathaway .20 
Mrs. Tibbet .25 
Mrs. A. Erwin.......... .25 
Mrs. L. A. Sagle 25 
Mrs. Almira Sweeten .25 
Mrs. Anna Taylor .25 
Mrs. Anna Larrimer .25 
Per Maryland Branch....... 2.50 
Miss Sue White, Tenn 25.00 
Sale of stickers 1.00 
Refunds vin 2.05 
EquaL RIGHTS subscriptions (forwarded to 
EQuAL RIGHTS office) 5.00 
Rent of rooms at Headquarters 815.25 


Total receipts, March 1 to 16, 1928........ $1,430.30 


Total receipts, December 7, 1912, to 
March 16, 1928 $1,444,172.51 


DAY PRINTING COMPANY 


Printers 


LIGHT AND LOMBARD STREETS 
BALTIMORE, MD. 
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